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6) S Claim(s) 1-12. 15-18.23-33 and 35 is/are rejected. 

7) S Claim(s) 13. 14. 19-22.26 and 34 is/are objected to. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant's remarks filed 12/12/05 has been fully considered but are not persuasive 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

1 . Claims 1-4, 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jordan. 

2. Re claim 1, Jordan discloses clamping plates comprising: a main plate (40) having front, 
rear, upper, and lower edges; an auxiliary plate (46) overlying the main plate member and 
extending from the lower edge of the main plate member substantially toward the upper edge of 
the main plate, and extending substantially from the rear edge of the main plate member to the 
front edge thereof, with the auxiliary plate removably attached to the main plate member by 
countersunk bolts or bonding (col. 3, lines 3 1-34); and a yieldable friction material (44,48) over 
substantially the major portions of the auxiliary plate and the portion of the main plate member 
not covered by the auxiliary plate. Note: countersunk bolts are removable 

3. Re claim 2 and 3, the yieldable friction material as cut-resistant rubber, a resilient 



compressible material (col. 3, lines 9-1 1). 
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4. Re claim 4, the yieldable friction material is bonded to the auxiliary plate and the portion 
of the main plate not covered by the auxiliary plate (col. 3, lines 9-34; fig 3). 

5. Re claim 23, the main plate and auxiliary plate are made from aluminum (col. 2, lines 50- 
55). 

6. Re claim 24, the yieldable friction material bonded to the auxiliary plate and the portion 
of the main plate member not covered by the auxiliary plate (fig 3). 

7. Re claim 25, recessed bolts for removably attaching the auxiliary plate to the main plate 
(col. 3, lines 31-34). 

8. Re claim 27, Jordan discloses clamping plates comprising: a main plate (40) having front, 
rear, upper, and lower edges; an auxiliary plate (46) overlying the main plate member and 
extending from the lower edge of the main plate member substantially toward the upper edge of 
the main plate, and extending substantially from the rear edge of the main plate member to the 
front edge thereof, with the auxiliary plate removably attached to the main plate member by 
countersunk bolts or bonding (col. 3, lines 31-34); and a yieldable friction material (44,48) over 
substantially the major portions of the auxiliary plate and the portion of the main plate member 
not covered by the auxiliary plate. 

9. Re claim 28, the yieldable friction material as cut-resistant rubber, a resilient 
compressible material (col. 3, lines 9-1 1). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 



obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 1-12, 15-18, 27-33,35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Link in view of Jordan. 

11. Re claim 1, Link discloses a main plate member (78) having a front, rear, upper, and 
lower edges, an auxiliary plate (reinforcing plate 80) overlying the main plate and and extending 
from the lower edge of the main plate a predetermined distance toward the upper edge thereof 
and extending from the rear edge of the main plate, with the auxiliary plate removably attached 
to the main plate (see figure 4); and yieldable friction material (140) over substantially the major 
portions of the auxiliary plate and the portions of the main plate not covered by the auxiliary 
plate (see figs 1 and 2; col. 5, lines 1-11). 

Link does not disclose the auxiliary plate (80) extending to front edge of the main plate 
(78) and substantially along the entire bottom portions of the main plate. Jordan discloses an 
additional thin strip of metal (44) attached to the main plate (40) so as to extend longitudinally of 
and adjacent the bottom corner portion of the main plate. Link discloses the reason for utilizing 
this additional thin strip of metal along the bottom corners of the main plate in column 3, lines 
59-70; 

“Use of single thickness facing material or materials or materials over the entire 
surface of the platen, as provided prior to this invention, tended to result in an 
unequal distribution of clamping force, but also facilitated a tendency of the 
carton when clamped to pivot or rotate forwardly out of the clamped attachment 
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as a result of the major holding force being applied along the bottom comer 
portions of the carton, the carton being unsupported at the front side thereof, or, if 
sufficient clamping force was applied to avoid the above tendency, the bottom 
corner portions of the carton where frequently crushed.” 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to extend 
the reinforcing plate of Link as taught by Jordan to the forward bottom corner of the main 
plate in order to reduce wear on the bottom comer portions of the plate that come into 
contact with the load whereupon it is known in the art that the most excessive wear 
occurs. 

12. Re claim 2 and 3, the yieldable friction material as vulcanized rubber, a resilient 
compressible material (col. 5, lines 1-11). 

13. Re claim 4, the yieldable friction material is bonded to the auxiliary plate and the portion 
of the main plate not covered by the auxiliary plate (figs 1 and 2). 

14. Re claim 5, the yieldable friction material is a mbber material having a plurality of closed 
spaced grooves in it extending parallel to one another between the front and lower edges of the 
main plate member and substantially parallel to the upper and lower edges of the main plate (see 
figs land 2). 

15. Re claim 6, Link disloses the yieldable friction material (140) is of minimum thickness 
and the entire thickness of the clamp pad and the support arm is about 1.5 inches. Although it 
would be quite reasonable to assume the thickness of the yieldable mbber material would be 
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within 5/8 to 1.25 inches since the overall thickness of the entire clamping plate is only 1.5 
inches. Link does not disclose the exact thickness of the yieldable friction material (140). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to construct the yieldable rubber 
material with minimum thickness and the overall clamping pad with the least minimum thickness 
in order to for the clamping plates to be capable of storing cartonized loads side by side with 
minimum spacing beteeen the cartons thereby minimizing carton storage space (col 1, lines 10- 
18). 

16. Re claim 7, Link does not disclose the material from which the plates are made although 
they can be reasonably assumed to be metal since welding of the plates is mentioned (col. 3, line 
24). 

Jordan discloses both the auxiliary plate (460 and the main plate (40) made from 
aluminum (col. 2, lines 50-55). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
fabricate the plates of Link from aluminum as taught by Link because aluminum would provide 
“low weight, and minimum thickness, thereby permitting the attachment to be used in areas of 
small clearance or spacing between load stacks” (Jordan; col. 2, lines 50-55). Minimum 
thickness is the primary objective of Jordan as stated in the background and summary of the 
invention (col. 1, lines 1-57). 

17. Re claim 8, Link discloses recessed bolts (86) for removably attaching the auxiliary and 
main plates (see fig 4). 

18. Re claim 9, Link discloses the auxiliary plate (80) having a front edge and a rear edge, 
with the rear edge thereof substantially terminating in the same plane as the rear edge of the main 
plate and the front edge of the auxiliary plate terminating a short distance from the front edge of 
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the main plate member (see fig 3), and a wear resistant nose (tapered front edges 8 1 and 83) 
attached to the main plate between the front edge thereof and the front edge of the auxiliary 
plate. 

Re claims 10 and 1 1, Link discloses the front edge of the nose piece (83) is tapered from 
the front edge of the main plate outwardly from the main plate. Link does not disclose the nose 
piece (81 and 83) are made from aluminum for wear resistance. Jordan discloses aluminum 
reinforcement plates. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in thar art to construct 
the nose pieces of Link from aluminum as taught by Jordan because aluminum would provide 
“low weight, and minimum thickness, thereby permitting the attachment to be used in areas of 
small clearance or spacing between load stacks” (Jordan: col. 2, lines 50-55). Minimum 
thickness is the primary objective of Jordan as stated in the background and summary of the 
invention (col. 1, lines 1-57). 

19. Re claim 12, the thickness of the combination of the auxiliary plate and the yieldable 
friction material thereon is greater than the maximum thickness of the nose piece (fig 3). 

20. Claims 15-18 are discussed above, as they are identical to claims 9-12. 

21. Claim 27-33, and 35 are dicussed above, as they are substantially identical to claims 1-12 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 13,14,19-22,26,34 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-35 have been considered but are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant has argued that the auxiliary plate of Jordan is bonded permanently to the main 
plate and not removably attached. Jordan clearly discloses the auxiliary plate (46) is removably 
attached to the main plate by countersunk bolts as well as permanently attached by bonding. See 
column 3, lines 31-34: “In practice it has been found desirable also to secure the facing materials 
to the platens by means of countersunk bolts, not shown, in addition to securing the same by 
bonding.” The facing materials include cut resistant rubber 44 and thin strip of metal 46. See 
column 3, lines 7-17: “The manner in which I have combined materials for facing the platens 
minimizes such advantages. In the embodiment of my invention shown in FIGS. 1-3, 1 utilize a 
relatively narrow strip of relatively thin, hard and cut-resistant rubber 44 having a rough top or 
friction type surface which provides a relatively high degree of gripping ability. This material is 
preferably bonded to a thin strip of metal 46 which is in turn bonded to the inner surface of each 
platen 40 so as to extend longitudinally of and adjacent the bottom corner portion of each platen 
as shown in FIGS. 1-3.” 

Consequently, the facing materials on the platens (40) are clearly described as cut 
resistant rubber 44 and thin strip of metal 46; the facing materials can be secured by countersunk 
bolts on the platens (40); and countersunk bolts are clearly removable. 



Conclusion 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esther 0. Okezie whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8108. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Eileen D. Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

EOO 2/20/06 




EILEEN D. LILLIS 

PERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TcrwMni oav nPNTER 3600 




